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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-37 are being examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Regarding claims 1, 10, 11, 19, 20, 21, 29, 30, 32, 35, and 36, the term 

"substantially" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear as to the scope or limit 

of claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173,05(d). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-4, 7-8, 11-14, and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Diwan, 6,801,936 (Diwan hereafter). 



As per claim 1, Diwan teaches a method of delivering information to a plurality of 
networked devices (105, 110, fig. 1, col. 2, lines 66-67), the method comprising the 
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steps of: receiving a first request from a first networked device, the first request 
requesting a portion of information; receiving a second request from a second 
networked device, the second request requesting substantially the same portion of 
information (col. 2, lines 8-14; system (190, fig. 1) receives requests from plurality of 
subscribers; system then identifies common data being requested); collecting the first 
request and second request into a bucket (314, fig, 3, col. 4, lines 52-55; system stores 
requests in memory); and creafing a combined response, destined for reception by the 
first networked device and by the second networked device, the combined response 
including substantially the same portion of information requested by the first and second 
networked devices (col. 2, lines 14-16; system generates and transmits a mulficast 
message to a plurality of subscribers containing the common data being requested). 

Claims 2-4 are rejected for the similar reasons as claim 1 above. Diwan further 
teaches providing the combined response to a plurality of subscribers through a network 
interface (280, fig. 1) using Internet Protocol (IP) multicast routing techniques (col. 2, 
lines 43-48; TCP/IP is a suite of protocols that allow data packets to be routed to a 
plurality of network devices across the Internet). 

As per claims 7-8, Diwan teaches the request comprises an HTTP request 
requesting a portion of information (col. 3, line 26) that could include a URL to identify a 
requested portion of information (col. 3, line 34; an example URL could be 
www.weather.com ). 

Claim 1 1 is rejected for similar reasons as claim 1 addressed above. 
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Claims 12-14 and 17-18 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 2-4 and 7-8 
addressed above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-6, 9-10, 15-16, 19-20, and 21-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

as being unpatentable over Diwan, 6,801,936 (Diwan hereafter). 

Claims 21 and 32 are rejected for similar reasons as claim 1 above. Diwan 
further teaches a communication interface (280, fig. 2) that allows the system (190, fig. 
1 ) to communicate with other network devices on the network (175, fig. 1 ). It is well 
known in the art and would have been obvious that a communication interface has a 
controller coupled to it to allow for this data transmission to take place between the 
plurality of network devices. 

As per claims 5-6, in accordance with claims 2-4 addressed above, Diwan 
teaches sending to the plurality of requesters the combined response using Internet 
Protocol (IP) multicast routing techniques. Diwan did not specifically disclose the 
multicast protocol as Small Group Multicast protocol (SGMP) and one of the requests 
comprises an acknowledgement (ACK) requesting a portion of information. However, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a multicast 
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transmission technique such as Small Group Multicast protocol (SGMP) to send data in 
a single message that is replicated and transmitted to a plurality of users (col. 1, lines 
34-37) thus allowing the system to save on bandwidth as the system sends a response 
message only once instead a plurality of responses individually. In addition, it is well 
known and would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a 
recipient client to send the sender an acknowledgment (ACK) after receiving at least a 
portion of information to signify that proper communication channel has been 
established between the client and the sender. 

As per claims 9-10, Diwan teaches the system allows the users to set the 
retransmission time associated with communication response, i.e., users can select 
when they would like system to respond to their requests (col. 4, line 67 - col. 5, line 1; 
col. 5, lines 38-40) using multicast transmission protocols addressed in claims 2-6. 
Diwan does not specifically disclose the retransmit time associated with communication 
with the first networked device is substantially the same as a retransmit time associated 
with communication with the second networked device. Hence, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to allow users to set the specific response time 
to their requests according to their specific requirements. For example, users may want 
to get substantially same information such as updated sports scores every 5 minutes 
sent to their workstations as disclosed in [col. 6, lines 8-9] or set the system to respond 
to their requests within 2 seconds after getting the requests. 

Claims 15, 16, 25, 26, 31 , and 37 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 5-6 

above. 
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Claims 19, 20, 29, and 30 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 9-10 above. 

Claims 27-28 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 7-8 above. 

Claims 22-24 and 33-36 are rejected for similar reasons as claims 2-4, 9-10, 21, 
and 32 above. Diwan further teaches clients can elect to have a portion or the entire 
requested data to be transmitted from the system to the client devices at time intervals 
defined by the clients as disclosed in [col. 4, lines 63 - col. 5, line 1]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Donahue et al, 6,41 1,616; Epstein et al, US Pub 2004/0042479, Powell et al, US 

Pub 2002/0073167 ; Marks et al, US Pub 2002/0007374 ; McCrane, 6,785,704 ; 

Kenner et al, 5,956,716; Medin, 6,370,571; Poon et al, 5,838,912 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack P Nguyen whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3945. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), jpn 
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